How students are taught

We believe excellent teaching gives children the life chances they deserve. Our system has been designed not to fail any child.  High standards-especially in Arabic, Quran, Literacy and Numeracy are the backbone of success in learning and in life.  Our primary school’s education system does not write off any child through low expectations.

Enjoyment is the birthright of every child.  However, the most powerful mix is the one that brings the two together.  We believe children learn better, when they are excited and engaged – but what excites and engages them best is truly excellent teaching, which challenges them and shows them what they can do.  When there is joy in what they are doing, they learn to love learning.

We want every teacher in our school to drive his/her own improvement, to set his or her challenging targets, and to work tirelessly to build on success.  However good our school is, for the sake of our children they can be better.

Our School Library

We have a purpose built library and resource room. Books are a very important part of a child’s education.  It enables them to develop their reading and literacy skills as well as increasing their knowledge of the world around them.  This enables them to build on their intellect and confidence.

Reading for pleasure was a strong indicator of success and performance was better in Literacy tests.

Promoting Independent and Wider Reading 

Research has shown that reading for pleasure has a direct relationship to raised academic standards; this is a compelling reason for our school to promote independent reading.  As well as teaching reading skills to under confident readers, we need to motivate our children to want to read.

Our school library helps both pupils who are struggling with reading and those who are keen readers but who need stimulation and challenge to maintain their independent reading.

To create and sustain a successful reading culture requires significant commitment from the Head Teacher as well as teachers and parents. Students’ reading is shared at home by using a reading logbook, which parents / guardians fill out once they have heard their child read.

Computer Technology (ICT)

ICT is challenging the lives of everyone.  Through teaching ICT, we equip children to participate in a rapidly changing world where work and leisure activities are increasingly transformed by technology.  We enable children to find, explore, analyse, exchange and present information.  We also focus on developing the skills necessary for children to be able to use information in a discriminating and effective way.  We believe ICT skills are a major factor in enabling children to be confident, creative and independent learners.

The school aims of ICT are to enable children:

· To develop ICT capability in finding, selecting and using information

· To use ICT for effective and appropriate communication

· To monitor and control events both real and imaginary

· To apply hardware and software to creative and appropriate uses of information

· To apply their ICT skills and knowledge to their learning in other areas

· To use their ICT skills to develop their language and communication skills 

Our school is pleased to announce that we have recently invested considerable sums of money to purchase ICT equipment and software to give the children the best learning experience.

The SAM Learning System

The school has purchased the SAM Learning System for all the classes in the school. Each student has their own unique login password; which allows their progress to be monitored, assessed and evaluated. 

Introduction to SAM Learning
The key elements of SAM Learning are:

· SAM learning raises the achievement through SATs practice and associated revision at a wide range of key stages. Many subjects are covered specifically, but the skills it develops are very transferable.

· As few as ten Task Hours (total) use per Learner has been shown to have a significant impact on SATs levels, although students at Olive Tree School, normally use the system two to three hours a week, as part of their classroom and homework timetable.

· It is based on self-assessment so saves teachers time. However, full progress reports are generated by the system for each pupil, which not only give an indication of a child’s progress, but also highlight strengths and weaknesses, so attention can be focused on areas that need attention.

· Internet service means SAM Learning is accessible from home and elsewhere – indeed significant out of school usage is to be expected.

· A practical example of eLearning that sits very comfortably alongside current teaching styles and practices.

